[Flow cytometry in analysis of precancerous lesions of the esophagus].
DNA content of the severe dysplasia cells in the esophageal epithelium was quantitatively analysed using flow cytometry and compared with those of the normal, mild dysplasia and cancer cells. The results showed that DNA index of the severe dysplasia cells was 1.27 +/- 0.11 and there was a significant difference between its value and those of the normal (1.0 +/- 0.02), mild dysplasia (1.01 +/- 0.03) and cancer cells (1.73 +/- 0.35). The DNA content of severe dysplasia cells lies between the normal and cancer cells. The hyperplasia degree of the severe dysplasia cells parallels their DNA contents. This study indicates that flow cytometry is a useful supplementary tool for diagnosis of the tumor.